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Dear sir, The benefits of the information revolution are clear for all to see. Devices such as PCs, faxes, mobile phones, music players and a host of others open up exciting possibilities for individuals and businesses alike. Yet there is a downside to this digital era -the growing mountain of electronic waste (e-waste). How we tackle this dilemma, will have major implications for sustainability. [1] The situation is alarming as India generates about 1.5 lakh tones of e-waste annually and almost all of it finds its way into the informal sector as there is no organized alternative available at present.
[2] Especially, metropolitan cities like Delhi, Mumbai and Bangalore are at higher risk of environmental pollution due to e-waste. According to the study conducted by NGO Toxic Link, the Mumbai city faces grave health and environmental risks posed by a whopping 19,000 tones of electronic waste produced here apart from a good amount of the same being imported clandestinely. The rate of e-waste generation and the current methods of disposal in Mumbai pose grave environmental and health risks to the city at large due to its dense population and spatial character.
[2] Study by the Chittaranjan National Cancer Institute, Kolkatta, found that people in Delhi are about twice as likely to suffer from lung ailments as those in the countryside due to the huge amount of e-waste generated.
[3] Bangalore may be generating 10,000 tonnes to 15,000 tonnes of e-waste every month, according to industry sources. The Karnataka State Pollution Control Board has put it at 10,000 tonnes a month. The amount of e-waste generated poses a grave threat to the environment as well as to public health. [4] Workers in e-waste disposal sector are poorly protected against the risk of it. They dismantle e-waste, often by hand, in appalling conditions. About 25,000 workers are employed at scrap-yards in Delhi alone, where 10,000 to 20,000 tons of e-waste is handled every year, with computers accounting for 25 percent of it. Other e-waste scrap-yards exist in Meerut, Ferozabad, Chennai, Bangalore and Mumbai. [5] The hazardous substances found in the e-waste include substantial quantities of lead, cadmium, chromium and flame-retardant plastics. Cathode ray tubes and components with high lead content are considered dangerous to health. Inhaling or handling such substances and being in contact with them on a regular basis can damage the brain, nervous system, lungs, kidneys and the reproductive system Working in poorly-ventilated enclosed areas without masks and technical expertise results in exposure to dangerous and slow-poisoning chemicals. Due to lack of awareness, workers are risking their health and environment as well.
T h e r e i s a n u rg e n t n e e d f o r improvement in e-waste management covering technological improvement, institutional arrangement, operational plan, protective protocol for workers working in e-waste disposal and last but not the least education of general population about this emerging issue posing a threat to the environment as well as public health.
